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Under the provisions of Section IV, Circu’a
1943, the following-named organizations are c-
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Unit Badge ©o ideniify such citation:

 THE A8TE ENGINEER COEBAT BATTALION is cited for oubstanding performance
of duby in action against the enemy, during the assault on Fount Porchia, Italy,
between 4 January and 8 January 1944. As pers of an engine:-r combat group, this
battalion was assigned the miscion of opening 2nd maintaining axial supply rott

for a task force assault to capbure and occupy an enemy mountain stronghold., T:e

48th Enginser Combat Bat

+alion not only performed its aormal engineering *asks

under fire from a fiercely resisting

enemy, but also attacked as infantry durir

bitter fighting to secure the objective. During the engagement a gap devsloped
on the left flank of the task forcs, znd the engineers courageously fought to -
secure this flonk and prevent enery renstration, As the sbtack progresssd, in-
fantry losses were severe, and all ro srves had been committed to action in the
offort to destroy enemy resistancc. A11 companies of the 48th Engineer Combat
Battalicr wore then committsd tu actlon &s infantry in the final and successful
assault 1o srive the enemy from the task force objsctive., The courage and
fighting dcermination exhibited by officars and men of the 48th Engineer Com-
bat Battalion were vital factors in the successful accomplishment of the task
foree mission, and their performance reflscts the heroic traditions of *he
Corps of Engineers.
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THE 235TH ENGINZER COMBAT BAPTATICE is cat Lancing performanc
of duty in action against ths enemy, during the 11t on Mo
between 4 Jenuary and 8 Janvary 1944. The 235th Enginser Combat Battalion wa,s
; gned tie mission of cpening and maintaining axial supply routes for a tasgk
cc in an agsault to capture and occupy &n enemy mounteir stronghold, This

organization not only performad its normal engineering tas! avy fire

from a fiercely rosisting chelll, QllefrSpre i jpfapt e Suping L
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of blcm bridges o enable armor to move Corward
Those obstacles were overconc in the face
i ; illery fire wice dur-

of intense encmy small arms, machine gun, mortar and,artliiﬁ;i iig argia t;e
ing the operation it was nccessary for t@c enginecrs t?ga :a;;aaﬁycm tis a&vanCQ
cnemy from strongly fortificd positions in ogéer EO'OEE“Zoﬁgat#Zf%i;iﬂncy e

' tormined spirit ond sustaine 2 5
of armor., The courage, determine : 2q 0 2 e =
ﬁiayod b& members of the 235th Enginect Gorbat Battalion wWere vital factors 1

[ %, —

nocrs eliminated two obstacles
in support of the infaentry attack.
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the accomplishment of the ta issi
‘ sk force mission and refl £i itd
of the Corps'of Engincers of the Army of the United S:::ez?e * Sl e

THE 509TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY BATTALION is cited for outstanding performance

of duty in action, on 29 February
; ary 1944, near *¥%, Italy,
pleted in strength after many days of ;ontinuous’ =

enemy artillery bs
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tions, Beiug considerably outnumbered, the

This battalion, de-
combat, received & terrifie
morning bou Qe pUTe ‘ .

509th Parachute Infantry Battalioh

held its fire until the last possible moments; then every weapon opened fire,
—mgubting huge gaps in the first attacking wave., The ensmy faltered in his ad-

vance ; the
of troops in the rear. The soldiers

then surged relentlessly ahead fprom the sheer pressure of large numbers

of the 509th Parachutc Infantry Battelion

fought desperately, disdaining retreat, engaging the overwhelming and constan: 1+
inereasing German force with rifle butks and even fists. ILate in the SEiGxnediE=Swmme
the German attaek was halted. The badly battersd but deterrined paratroopers
immediately reorganiged in preparation for counterattack, Outnumbering the

paratroopers more than thres to one,

the cnemy had overrun the fromt lins, but

was later neld to a standstill, suffering immense losses in men and equipment.
The courageous and dstermined stand made by officers and men of the 509th Para=~

chute Infantry Battalion resulted in

beachhead and prevented = 4dengerous German wedge between two infantry divisions.

the retentiom of a vital sector of the

COMPANY C, 509TH PARACHUTE TNF AIY'RY BATTALION, is cited for outstrnding

performance of duty in action, on 15

and 16 March 1944, near **¥, Italy, Com-

pany C was given the mission of securing two heavily fortified houses vitally
needed for use as a line of departure for a large-scale attack, These build-
ings were organized into 2 strongpoint, well wired in, heavily mined, and with

mutually supporting machine gun fire
across open, flat, marshy land, The
to a point within two hundred yards

enemy, At this point the attacking force encountered withering fire from ten

. The attack took place under a full moon,
leading platoons of Compeny C approached
of the objective before contecting the

enemy machine gums, in addition to heavy rifle fire. This fire momentarily
halted the company, and intense enemy artillery and mortar fire fell on its

position, Company G continued to push forward, About seventy-five yards from

drew_still m

e

the houses, the compan
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sroup of men

moved formrd across the obstacles and rushed the houses to engage the enomy

in close~ir fighting with hend grena
eliminated, but the opposition provi
and hand grenade assaults made the p
the house wes subjected to a heavy m
fierce counterattack with an estimab

des. A1l but four machine guns were finally
déd by these weapons and continual rifle
osition almogt untensble, The area around
ortar barrage, and the enomy launchad a

ed strength of two platoons; bub the at-

tack was halted by artillery, and small arms fire from Company © forced the

enemy to withdraw. The objective wa
throughout the day under heavy perio

s f£inally consclidated at daybreak; and
dic artillery fire the position was held,

Menbers of Company C conbinued to snipe at the snemy, adjusted artillery fire
on enemy targets to the front, and repulsed an shemy patrol, inflicting heavy
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